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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Strengthening Health Systems 

Risk/Disaster Management
The Pan American Health Organization in collaboration with the Caribbean Health Research Council invites the submission of grant proposals to conduct research in the Programme Area of Strengthening Health Systems-Risk/Disaster Management.  The proposals should seek to address any of the topics indicated below:

1. Explore and document one or more good practice and smart policy for ensuring continuity of health services during and after disasters, and for reducing the health impact of disasters, with emphasis on vulnerable groups. Propose original innovative ideas and make practical recommendations for improvements in the Caribbean context.
2. Explore and identify good practices and innovative ideas for funding health sector disaster programmes in the Caribbean.
3. Evaluate the current threshold capacity of hospitals including the A&E Department for managing/triaging mass casualty victims, and how that capacity can be increased to address worst likely scenarios, as well as evaluate the capacity of hospitals’ A&E Departments to deploy medical teams to impacted zones, for the establishment of Advanced Medical Posts for the on-scene management of an incident and make recommendations for improvement. 
4. Assess the institutional disaster/emergency response model in at least two countries, and the benefit of implementing an incident management system methodology.

5. Analyze use of social media in disaster response, preparedness and mitigation, and assess to what extent Ministries of Health should invest in its use.
Caribbean countries targeted: Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks and Caicos and Suriname
PROCEDURE

Applicants are required to complete the Research Grant Application Form (available from PAHO/WHO website and CHRC website) providing full details on the proposed research.

All research proposals with human subjects, that are supported by PAHO technically or financially, require ethics review and approval prior to commencing.
Curriculum vitae (abbreviated, 1 page each) of the Principal Investigator and any co-investigators must be submitted. The Principal Investigator and co-investigators shall submit a signed Declaration of Interests form. The Principal Investigator shall also submit a written declaration disclosing any conflicts of interest affecting the research and/or research team, or about the emergence of material conflicts of interest that may arise during the course of the project. 
AWARDS

Awards will be competitive and a maximum of three (3) grants can be awarded to an applicant, each with a maximum value of US $25,000.  Funds will not be provided for administrative costs, standard laboratory apparatus or computers, travel to conferences or publication costs for scientific journals.

DEADLINE

Proposals should be submitted to disaster@cpc.paho.org no later than 29 February 2012.


DURATION

Final reports must be submitted within 9 months from the award of the grants.

Financial support provided by the Government of Canada through the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
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